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         ALDERNEY, CHANNEL ISLANDS 

                 THE ONLY CHANNEL ISLAND WITH NO PROPERTY PURCHASING RESTRICTIONS 
 

                    FOR BRITISH, EU AND OLD COMMONWEALTH CITIZENS 





 
 
 

   FORT QUESNARD 
       ALDERNEY, CHANNEL ISLANDS 

 

                  Mainland UK 45 minutes (by air), Northern Normandy 8 miles 

          (distance & time approximate) 

 
 
 
 

A SPECTACULAR VICTORIAN COASTAL FORT WITH BREATH TAKING VIEWS 
ACROSS THE ENGLISH CHANNEL TO NORTHWEST NORMANDY 

 

Recently restored to provide in excess of 5,000 sq.ft. of living accommodation: 
 

Drawing room, dining room, kitchen, Master bedroom with en-suite dressing room and bathroom, two further bedrooms, 
secondary bathroom, tasting room, laundry room, cloakroom, three substantial store rooms. 

 
Stunning gardens on former Victorian Battery with 360 degree views. 

 
Complete with fixtures, fittings, and most furniture. A house-keeper/cook and gardener may be retained. 

 

A UNIQUE LIFESTYLE PROPERTY OFFERING GREAT BEAUTY, TRANQUILITY AND SECURITY 
WITH TAX-ADVANTAGED STATUS FOR ALL INHABITANTS 

 

For Sale by Private Treaty 
 

 Mitchell & Partners Ltd. 
 

Foyle, 5 Allee es Fees, Alderney, Channel Islands GY9 3XD 
 

Tel: 01481 823277 
e-mail: mitchells@alderney.com 

website: www.housesforsale.alderney.com



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      INTRODUCTION 

           Fort Quesnard is a magical combination of Victorian engineering, 

          �James Bond� style intrigue, and modern chic. Lying on the 

           Western tip of the island of Alderney, this extraordinary property 

           has breath-taking views across the English Channel to the coast 

           of Normandy. 

 
          The Fort has undergone full and careful restoration by the 

          current owners over a seven-year period, and has now been fully 

          modernized to create a spectacular house. 

 

         Adjoining the Fort and accessed over a drawbridge is the original  

         Victorian battery. The battery, which creates a dramatic but 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

tranquil setting, is available for purchase by separate arrangement from  

the States of Alderney and has likewise been restored and converted  

in to a fine garden with a series of observation points each providing  

360 degree panoramic views. 

 

ALDERNEY 

The Island of Alderney is the third largest of the Channel Islands, 

being located approximately 24 miles to the north of Guernsey. 

Regular inter-island flights connect the Island to Guernsey and 

Jersey (10-15 minutes flight time) with other regular daily 

flights to mainland Britain (Southampton 45 minutes). 

The Island also benefits from a regular freight service between 

the other islands and mainland Britain. 

 
 
Despite the relatively small size of the Island, Alderney 

(population circa 2300) has a well developed infrastructure, with 

good quality schooling, health service (including its own cottage 

hospital), a substantial banking business, high street and more 

specialist shopping, and a number of restaurants and cafes. 

 
Leisure facilities include golf, sailing, fishing, tennis, flying and 

approximately 30 other sporting and social clubs and 

associations. 

 

Wildlife on the Island abounds. Although the island is only 11/2 

miles wide by 3 miles long it has a wealth of attractive beaches 

and country walks. Over 270 species of bird are reported on the 

Island including Honey Buzzards, Dartford Warblers, Puffins, 

Fulmars, and Kittiwakes. In addition the Island�s flora is even 

more diverse with over 850 plant species. 

 
Alderney is part of the Bailiwick of Guernsey, but has its own 

legislature, the States of Alderney, which is largely autonomous. 

The Island also enjoys its own independent judiciary with both 

civil and criminal jurisdiction. 

 
As part of the Bailiwick of Guernsey, Alderney falls within the 

United Kingdom for exchange control purposes, but is not part 

of the UK for tax purposes. Alderney enjoys many tax 

advantages over mainland Britain including a standard income 

tax rate of 20%, no capital gains taxes, no VAT or inheritance 

tax and no corporation tax. 

 

HISTORICAL NOTES 

The Channel Islands originally formed part of the Duchy of 

Normandy, and thus when William Duke of Normandy 

conquered England in 1066 they came under joint rule. In 1259 

Henry III renounced his title to the Dukedom of Normandy but at 

the same time gifted the Channel Islands to his son Edward in 

order that they should remain with the British monarchy forever. 

 
This resulted in the Islands becoming dependant territories owing 

allegiance to the Crown, but not to Parliament. 



           
           
          Today Alderney enjoys its own continued independence from the 

          British Parliament but, being a Crown dependency, the United 

          Kingdom looks after Alderney�s foreign and defense affairs. The 

          Island is not part of the European Union. 

 
          The Victorian fortresses were designed by a Captain Jervois to 

          defend the Island from attack from France. Fort Quesnard itself 

          was completed in 1855. The battery mounted seven guns and 

          the fort was built to house 55 officers and men. The main 

          barrack block was isolated from the battery by a ditch and 

          drawbridge, and designed to be self-defensible with a rock cut 

          ditch surrounding it and bastionettes at each corner; this allowed 

          for musketry fire to flank the walls both in the ditch and at 

         ground level. 

 
 
During the Second World War German forces occupied the 

Island, and the fort was adapted to house three Flak positions. 

However, following the end of the War the fort then remained 

unoccupied until restored by the current owners. 

 

SITUATION 

Fort Quesnard is located on the northern end of the Island and 

on its Western tip about 21/4miles from St Anne. 

 
The immediate surroundings are very rural with a small number 

of scattered dwellings nearby. The Alderney Lighthouse 

dominates the view to the East. 

 
Being nestled on the edge of the rocks the Fort has superb views 

out to sea both to the north and to the west and access to the 

remote but attractive Cats Bay. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
  PARTICULARS 

 

  FORT QUESNARD 

   The Fort is constructed of mellow granite stone walls with a flat 

   leaded roof. The property is approached from the public highway 

   through a pair of wooden gates and then over a gravelled 

   driveway. The accommodation is laid out over two floors and 

   comprises: 

 

  GROUND FLOOR 

 

   Front Door 

   Facing southeast and approached over a small drawbridge, the 

   doorway is surmounted by a head stone marked with the Royal 

   crest carved in stone and the initials �VR� and dated 1853. 

 

   Entrance Hall with stone floors and glazed double doors 

   leading to: 
 

   Hall 

   Central glass atrium above the staircase, laminated wooden 

   floors, cornicing, and picture and dado rails. Glazed door to 

   drawbridge to the battery. Glazed Double doors to: 



    
    
   Drawing Room (N & E) 

   Laminated wooden flooring, with ceiling 

   Cornicing, picture and dado rails. Stone fire 

   place with stone mantle and surround. Beamed 

   ceiling. �Library� alcove in bastionette. 

 

   Dining Room (N & W) 

   Stone fire place and surround matching the 

   Drawing Room, beamed ceiling, cornicing, 

   picture and dado rails. Laminated wooden 

   floor. Bastionette with window seat and fine 

   views to sea. 

 

   Kitchen (SW) 

   Quarry  stone tile floor, fitted wooden units 

   with marbled work surfaces. 2 oven Aga. 

   Double windows with far reaching westerly 

   views towards the Alderney Lighthouse. 

   Enamelled 1 1/2 bowl sink with tiled splash 

   back. Miele Turbothermic Plus G665 

   dishwasher. Di Dietrich electric hob. Timber 

   beamed ceiling. 

 

   Cloakroom with tiled floor, WC and hand 

  basin. 
 

  Master Bedroom (SW & S) 

  Carpeted floor, ceiling cornice, double 

  windows, and bastionette. Adjoining: 

 

  Dressing Room (S) 

  Fitted cupboards, cornicing, and carpet. Door 

  through to: 
 

  En-suite Bathroom (S & NE) 

  Tiled floor, heated towel rail, walk-in shower, 

  WC, Vanity unit with double hand basins. 

  Bastionette with scalloped shell bath and tiled 

  surround. 

 
 
Stone staircase down to: 

 

LOWER GROUND FLOOR 

Tasting Room (NW & SW) 

Currently used as a party/wine tasting room 

but suitable for use as a substantial bedroom. 

Quarry tiled floor, picture and dado rail. 

Bastionette in north west corner. 

 

Bedroom 2 (SE & SW) 

Carpeted floor and bastionette tower in 

southern corner. Walk-in Dressing Room with 

fitted shelving and cupboards. 

 

Bedroom 3 (NE & SE) 

Carpeted floor and bastionette tower. 

 

Shower Room (SE)   

Tiled floor, walk-in shower, hand basin, WC, 

and  two heated towel rails. 

 

Vaulted Stores (NE) 

Two separate rooms, one with access from the 

lower hall, and the other with access from 

the tasting room. Each of these rooms have barrel 

vaulted ceilings and concrete floors. Natural 

light access is currently restricted but each 

room could be incorporated into the house to 

provide additional accommodation or an en- 

suite dressing to the tasting room if it was wished 

to convert it into a further bedroom (subject to any 

necessary consents required). 

 

Vaulted Cellar (NE & NW) 

Currently used as a wine cellar, this unique 

barrel vaulted room incorporates a north facing 

bastionette tower and provides for a potential 

en-suite bathroom for Bedroom 2 or for other 

use (subject to any required consent). 





GROUND FLOOR 
 
 
 
 


